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Sender: dewayne@warpspeed.com (Dewayne Hendricks)
Subject: Apple NII Band petition to FCC

TAPR Mailing Lists:

        On May 24th, Apple Computer filed a petition for rulemaking with
the FCC for a new unlicensed wireless data service called the NII Band.
This action should be of interest to the amateurs as part of the spectrum
that Apple requests for this band is currently allocated to the amateur
radio service.

        A short summary of the Apple petition follows:

        Apple in their petition calls for the creation of a new band of
frequencies for high capacity, unlicensed wireless data, the "NII Band".
Specifically, Apple proposes that the Commission allocate 300 MHz of
spectrum in the 5 GHz range, comprised of the 5150-5300 MHz band (which has
been allocated throughout most of Europe for "HIPERLAN" unlicensed wireless
local area networks) and the 5725-5875 MHz band (which currently is used by
unlicensed Part 15 technologies; industrial, scientific and medical ("ISM")
devices; and Amateur operators).

        The essential characteristics of the NII Band are:

o       Adequate bandwidth to support high-speed applications (up to 24
Mbps or more) and large numbers of users;

o       "Part 16" operation in protected spectrum and in conformance with
an overarching set of technical rules, developed by the information
industry;

o       Equal access to the spectrum for all compliant devices and all
types of communications; and

o       Longer distance communications (10-15 km or more), creating new
possibilities for unlicensed community networks.

        In case you haven't been keeping up on current events, the amateur
service allocation in this area of spectrum is 5650-5925 MHz.  So it would
appear that there is a conflict with this proposed new service and the
amateur radio service spectrum allocation.
        The FCC has assigned this petition RM-8653.  Comments are due on
July 10th and reply comments are due by July 25th.  If you are interested
in reading the full text of this petition, and you have WWW access, you can
find in on my website:

        URL: http://www.warpspeed.com/

If you don't, I will also be putting it up for anonymous ftp access by
Sunday 6/18 at ftp.warpspeed.com.  There is not much time left for getting
comments into the FCC on this issue, so if you have any opinions one way or
another, you should get moving.

-- Dewayne
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Introducing the TAPR-TNC SIG
----------------------------

To subscribe:
send e-mail to: listproc@tapr.org
with a blank subject.  In the body of your message, write

     SUBSCRIBE TAPR-TNC FIRST_NAME LAST_NAME


This SIG is intended to be a low volume, high s/n place to discuss issues
related to use of the TAPR (and clone) TNCs.  It is not moderated at this
time; list subscribers are requested to remain on topic and use discretion
to help keep up the s/n ratio.

The following subjects with respect to TNC-1 and TNC-2 are "on topic":

 o - Hardware bugs, problems, mods
 o - Firmware bugs, problems, patches
 o - TAPR documentation
 o - Interface issues
 o - Announcements of the above
 o - Suggestions for enhancements
 o - and anything else reasonably resembling the above

Although packet radio novices are invited to join, this is probably the
wrong place to post new user questions.  More rapid and complete replies to
new user questions is more likely to be found in one of the many newsgroups
in the rec.radio.amateur.* hierarchy.

This is also the wrong place to debate the merits of various manufacturer's
offerings or to elicit suggestions about "Which TNC should I purchase?"
Please try the newsgroups.

At times, you may find your post is relevant to one of the other fine TAPR
SIGs as well as this one.  Initial crossposting is not necessarily a bad
idea.  Use your judgment.

Spirited, lively discussion is invited but flames will be promptly
extinguished.  The moderator reserves the right to deal with flames and
off-topic posts from a stance somewhere between complete arbitrariness and
Solomonesque.  Hopefully more of the latter than the former.

73 Howie N2WX


